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Chief Joseph Hatchery was built to 

increase spring, summer, and fall 

Chinook salmon in the Okanogan and 

Columbia Rivers. The hatchery 

produces up to 2.9 million Chinook 

smolts each year and provides salmon 

for tribal ceremonies, subsistence 

needs for tribal members, and 

increases recreational fishing 

opportunities for all. 

 

Construction of Grand Coulee and 

Chief Joseph dams eliminated salmon 

from surrounding rivers. To provide 

for losses of anadromous fish species, 

Congress authorized construction of 

four hatcheries, but only three were 

ever built. 

 

 Phase I began in January 2010 and included four houses for hatchery staff, a domestic 

water supply, wastewater treatment, RV pads with power supply for additional staff, 

camping site and construction of an acclimation pond in Omak and Riverside. Each pond 

can rear up to 400,000 Chinook fry for release into the Okanogan River.  Prior to Phase I, 

five production wells were drilled near and in Bridgeport State Park to supply 

groundwater for the hatchery. 

 

 Phase II began in December 2010 and involved completion of the water supply system 

and main hatchery site. Work at the site included the hatchery, office and storage 

buildings, headbox that joins water sources, two raceway structures, three rearing ponds, 

a fish ladder/spawning facility, cleaning waste pond and waste treatment facilities 

 

 Construction cost was approximately $50 million and was funded by monies acquired 

through rate payer dollars from Bonneville Power Administration, through the Colville 

Tribe’s Fish Accords. Grant PUD funded $10 million for construction of the hatchery.  

 

 The hatchery was completed in February 2013. 

 

 The hatchery started up in July 2013, producing 1.8 million Chinook smolts and will be 

fully ramped up by 2017 producing up to 2.9 million Chinook smolts annually.   

 

 It is estimated that up to one percent of each year’s annual release will return to the 

Upper Columbia, to support Tribal and recreational harvest opportunities. 

 

 CJH is situated on 15 acres of land owned by the Army Corps of Engineers, but within 

the boundaries of the Colville Indian Reservation; the Colville Tribes operates the 

facility.  


